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shortage of supplies and instruments hampered them.
Allied doctors who came in after the surrender found
plasma and penicillin very effective.1 Since the blood
disorders were, in the long run, the predominant
factor in the disease, some of the Japanese doctors
evolved a theory as to the seat of the delayed sickness.
They thought that perhaps gamma rays, entering the
body at the time of the explosion, made the ghos-
phorus. in the victims' bones radio-active, and that
they In turn emitted beta particles, which, though they
could not penetrate far through flesh, could enter the
' bone marrow, where blood is manufactured, and
gradually tear it down. Whatever Its source, the
disease had some baffling quirks. Not all the patients
exhibited all the main symptoms. People who suffered
flash burns were protected, to a considerable extent,
from radiation sickness. Those who had Iain quietly
for days or even hours after the bombing were much
less liable to get sick than those who had been active.
Grey hair seldom fell out. And, as if nature were
protecting man against his own ingenuity, the repro-
ductive processes were affected for a time; men became
sterile, women had miscarriages, menstruation stopped.
For ten days after the flood. Dr. Fujii lived In the
peasant's house on the mountain above the Ota.
Then he heard about a vacant private clinic in Kaitaichi,
a suburb to the east of Hiroshima. He bought it at
once, moved there, and hung out a sign inscribed in
English, In honour of the conquerors:
M. FUJII, M.D.
MEDICAL AND VENEREAL
Quite recovered from his wounds, he soon built up